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Workshop ObjectivesWorkshop ObjectivesWorkshop ObjectivesWorkshop Objectives
To train participants in the principles of To train participants in the principles of 
risk assessment, diagnostics, biosafety & 
biosecurity and management of transgenic y g g
materials and in the regulatory framework 
that support them.

To address the increasing needs of 
biosafety professionals  facility operators biosafety professionals, facility operators 
and managers for advanced training in 
critical aspects of biosafety and 
bi itbiosecurity.



Workshop TopicsWorkshop Topicsp pp p
Workshop topics include :

Introduction to laboratory safety and management 
systems
Risk Mitigation strategiesRisk Mitigation strategies
Components and Regulations in biosafety and 
biosecurity
Methodology and application of risk assessmentsMethodology and application of risk assessments
Personal protective equipment use and assessment
Principles of Good laboratory practices, 
d t i ti  ti  d ddecontamination; practices and procedures
Response to emergencies and biological spills
Safety and quality management systems in the y q y g y
laboratory



Expected outcomesExpected outcomes
Among the expected outcomes of TOT workshops are:

To enhance collaboration and networking between g
laboratories in areas of biosafety and biosecurity, including 
risk assessment on implementation of these principles 
among African laboratories.

To identify the training needs of African Institutions with 
the purpose of ensuring their proper qualifications for 
enforcing biosafety and biosecurity principles.

To design and implement training programmes that 
increase knowledge and skills towards biosafety and 
biosecurity in Africa.



OutcomesOutcomes 22Outcomes Outcomes -- 2 2 
To utilize knowledge and skills in biosafety and g y
biosecurity towards designing and implementing 
surveillance and molecular diagnostic systems 
and laboratory practices that strengthens y p g
infectious disease detection and responses in 
Africa.

To seek International cooperation towards 
reducing the risk of biological threats by 
collaborating with governments to develop collaborating with governments to develop 
biosafety and biosecurity standards that are 
consistent with national and international 
guidelines  norms and requirementsguidelines, norms and requirements.



Born May 28Born May 28 31 200731 2007Born May 28Born May 28--31, 200731, 2007
WHO SubWHO Sub--Regional Regional gg
"Biosafety and "Biosafety and 
biosecurity and biosecurity and 
Laboratory Biosecurity Laboratory Biosecurity Laboratory Biosecurity Laboratory Biosecurity 
Awareness Raising Awareness Raising 
Meeting," for Meeting," for 

l hl hAnglophone Countries Anglophone Countries 
in Nairobi, Kenya, 28in Nairobi, Kenya, 28--
31 May 2007.31 May 2007.yy

23 Countries attended23 Countries attended



About AfBSAAbout AfBSAAbout AfBSAAbout AfBSA
Biosafety and biosecurity as scientific osa ety a d b osecu ty as sc e t c
disciplines are still at their formative 
stages in most Institutions in Africa. 

The African Biological Safety Association 
(AfBSA) is a newly formed professional (AfBSA) is a newly formed professional 
association to congregate practitioners of 
biological safety for the promotion of 
biosafety and biosecurity and to facilitate 
the sharing of biosafety and biosecurity 
information in the African regioninformation in the African region.



STATUSSTATUSSTATUSSTATUS
The ASSOCIATION shall be The ASSOCIATION shall be nonnon--governmentalgovernmental, , gg ,,
nonnon--politicalpolitical, , nonnon--sectariansectarian and and nonnon--profit profit 
makingmaking through which its members through which its members shall workshall work, , 
coco--operateoperate and and collaborate collaborate with one or with one or each each pp
otherother, or , or with other associations, scientific with other associations, scientific 
or health organizations, institutions or or health organizations, institutions or 
individuals throughout Africa or elsewhereindividuals throughout Africa or elsewheregg
in the world in the promotion of Biosafety and in the world in the promotion of Biosafety and 
Biosecurity as  scientific disciplines and to serve Biosecurity as  scientific disciplines and to serve 
the growing needs of Biological safety the growing needs of Biological safety g g g yg g g y
professionals throughout Africa.professionals throughout Africa.

TheThe languagelanguage usedused byby thethe AssociationAssociation shallshall bebeTheThe languagelanguage usedused byby thethe AssociationAssociation shallshall bebe
bothboth EnglishEnglish andand FrenchFrench..



Objective of AfBSAObjective of AfBSAjj
Among the objectives of AfBSA are:

To develop and maintain professional standards in the To develop and maintain professional standards in the 
field of biosafety and biosecurity

To advance biosafety and biosecurity as a scientific y y
disciplines through education and research

To provide members sustained opportunities for 
biosafety and biosecurity communication  education biosafety and biosecurity communication, education 
and participation in the development of standards, 
guidelines and regulations for these disciplines

To expand biosafety and biosecurity awareness and 
promoting the development of work practices, 
equipment and facilities to reduce the potential for 
occupational illness and adverse environmental impact p p
from infectious agents or biologically-derived 
materials



MANAGEMENT OF THE MANAGEMENT OF THE 
ASSOCIATIONASSOCIATIONASSOCIATIONASSOCIATION

The ASSOCIATION shall be managed through its officers, the The ASSOCIATION shall be managed through its officers, the 
Council and Committees Council and Committees Council and Committees Council and Committees 

The Chief Officers of the ASSOCIATION shall be:The Chief Officers of the ASSOCIATION shall be:
 The PresidentThe President
 ViVi P id tP id t ViceVice--PresidentPresident
 Honorary TreasurerHonorary Treasurer
 Honorary SecretaryHonorary Secretary
 Members of the Council, andMembers of the Council, and
 A  th  h ffi   th  ASSOCIATION h ll d t i  f  A  th  h ffi   th  ASSOCIATION h ll d t i  f   Any other such officers as the ASSOCIATION shall determine from Any other such officers as the ASSOCIATION shall determine from 

time to time.time to time.

There shall be a council to be known as the There shall be a council to be known as the AfricanAfrican Biosafety Biosafety 
Council Council which shall be the supreme administrative organ of which shall be the supreme administrative organ of Council Council which shall be the supreme administrative organ of which shall be the supreme administrative organ of 
the ASSOCIATION and under the guidance of the President, the ASSOCIATION and under the guidance of the President, 
exercise all powers and perform all functions of supreme exercise all powers and perform all functions of supreme 
administrative organ.administrative organ.



AfBSA MembershipAfBSA MembershipAfBSA MembershipAfBSA Membership
Membership shall be drawn from both Membership shall be drawn from both e be s p s a be d a o bote be s p s a be d a o bot
Francophone and Anglophone countries of Francophone and Anglophone countries of 
Africa and worldwide. Africa and worldwide. 

The association shall be open to anyone, The association shall be open to anyone, 
including including StudentsStudents   SSenior enior including including StudentsStudents, , SSenior enior 
professionalsprofessionals, , Corporate Corporate and disciplines and disciplines 
as diverse as healthcare, academia, as diverse as healthcare, academia, 
emergency response, pharmaceutical/ emergency response, pharmaceutical/ 
biotechnology industries and regulatory biotechnology industries and regulatory 
affairsaffairsaffairs.affairs.



Types of MembershipsTypes of Membershipsyp pyp p

CategoryCategory CostCost inin USDUSD (($$))g yg y (($$))
Student (Student Membership is defined Student (Student Membership is defined 
as working no moreas working no more thanthan 2020--hourshours per per 
week and enrolled inweek and enrolled in a University, College a University, College 

2525
y, gy, g

or other Institutions of Higher learningor other Institutions of Higher learning))

Individual (persons working in the fields in Individual (persons working in the fields in 
or related to Biosafety and Biosecurity)or related to Biosafety and Biosecurity)

5050
or related to Biosafety and Biosecurity)or related to Biosafety and Biosecurity)

Corporate (includes three employees)Corporate (includes three employees) 300300
3030Each additional staffEach additional staff 3030

Honorary and Emeritus MembersHonorary and Emeritus Members



OpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunities Opportunities 
AfBSA ConferenceAfBSA ConferenceAfBSA ConferenceAfBSA Conference
The annual AfBSA conference, to be The annual AfBSA conference, to be 
held in any African City  will be held in any African City  will be held in any African City, will be held in any African City, will be 
combined with the annual general combined with the annual general 
meeting for members  meeting for members  meeting for members. meeting for members. 

AfBSA b   ff d  AfBSA b   ff d  AfBSA members are offered a AfBSA members are offered a 
substantial reduction on the substantial reduction on the 

f  ff  fconference fees.conference fees.



Opportunities (2)Opportunities (2)Opportunities (2)Opportunities (2)
Working groupsWorking groups

Working groups to be established to advise the association Working groups to be established to advise the association 
on specific working areas within the biosafety framework, on specific working areas within the biosafety framework, 
and to undertake tasks required by the council.and to undertake tasks required by the council.

Typical Examples:Typical Examples:

S i tifi  Aff i  W ki  S i tifi  Aff i  W ki  d li  ith h  d li  ith h  Scientific Affairs Working group:Scientific Affairs Working group: dealing with research, dealing with research, 
training, publications, etc. training, publications, etc. 

Information and Communication:Information and Communication: Manage the Manage the Information and Communication:Information and Communication: Manage the Manage the 
association’s relationships with governmental and other association’s relationships with governmental and other 
regulatory institutions.regulatory institutions.

T t W ki  GT t W ki  G d li  ith bj t  l t d d li  ith bj t  l t d Transport Working Group:Transport Working Group: dealing with subjects related dealing with subjects related 
to the transport of infectious substances and clinical to the transport of infectious substances and clinical 
specimens. specimens. 



Member BenefitsMember BenefitsMember BenefitsMember Benefits
MembersMembers--only access contents on AfBSA only access contents on AfBSA MembersMembers only access contents on AfBSA only access contents on AfBSA 
website (Access to latest biosafety website (Access to latest biosafety 
information and training)information and training)
Reduced fees during annual conferencesReduced fees during annual conferences
Discounts on  AfBSA  publicationsDiscounts on  AfBSA  publicationspp
Subsidize rates for training and Subsidize rates for training and 
conferencesconferences
Forum discussion on biosafetyForum discussion on biosafety
A platform for networking with Biosafety A platform for networking with Biosafety p g yp g y
expertsexperts



AlliancesAlliancesAlliances Alliances 
World Health Organization World Health Organization 
European Biological Safety Association (EBSA)European Biological Safety Association (EBSA)
Asia Pacific Biosafety Association (APBA)Asia Pacific Biosafety Association (APBA)
American Biological Safety Association (ABSA)American Biological Safety Association (ABSA)American Biological Safety Association (ABSA)American Biological Safety Association (ABSA)
ABSA CanadaABSA Canada
Associacao Nacional de Biossegurance, Brasil Associacao Nacional de Biossegurance, Brasil 
(ANBio)(ANBio)(ANBio)(ANBio)
International Biosafety Working GroupInternational Biosafety Working Group

International Veterinary Biosafety Working Group International Veterinary Biosafety Working Group 
(IVBWG)(IVBWG)(IVBWG)(IVBWG)
CDCCDC
International Society for Biosafety ResearchInternational Society for Biosafety Research

……. And many more……. And many more



The BoardThe BoardThe BoardThe Board
The interim members to the Board shall be appointed The interim members to the Board shall be appointed 
in writing by the subscribers to this constitution and in writing by the subscribers to this constitution and in writing by the subscribers to this constitution and in writing by the subscribers to this constitution and 
shall include three persons who shall act respectively shall include three persons who shall act respectively 
as the chairman secretary and Treasurer of the as the chairman secretary and Treasurer of the 
Association; until the conclusion of the first Annual Association; until the conclusion of the first Annual 
general meeting when a substantive Board shall be general meeting when a substantive Board shall be general meeting when a substantive Board shall be general meeting when a substantive Board shall be 
appointed to serve for a period of 3 years; provided appointed to serve for a period of 3 years; provided 
that a member of the Board shall be a member of the that a member of the Board shall be a member of the 
Association. Association. 

The Association shall at the Annual General Meeting The Association shall at the Annual General Meeting 
in each year elect from its members its Chairman, in each year elect from its members its Chairman, 
Vice chairman and Treasurer. Vice chairman and Treasurer. 

For the time being Dr Willy TonuiFor the time being Dr Willy Tonui--Chairman, Hillary Chairman, Hillary 
Treasurer and Sammy BayaTreasurer and Sammy Baya-- SecretarySecretary



Th C il/N i ti C ittTh C il/N i ti C ittThe Council/Nominating CommitteeThe Council/Nominating Committee
Every region to elect/nominate one person to Every region to elect/nominate one person to 
th  il ?th  il ?the council ?the council ?

The Nominating Committee shall nominate The Nominating Committee shall nominate gg
candidates for election of Officers, and candidates for election of Officers, and 
members of the Nominating Committee. members of the Nominating Committee. 

In making nominations, the Nominating In making nominations, the Nominating 
Committee shall give consideration to a Committee shall give consideration to a 
balance of the employer types, geographic balance of the employer types, geographic 

 d i t t  th t i  th   d i t t  th t i  th  areas, and interests that comprise the areas, and interests that comprise the 
Association.Association.

To plan for AfBSA Conference To plan for AfBSA Conference 



Committee formationCommittee formationCommittee formationCommittee formation
By Laws Committee:By Laws Committee: Review the ByReview the By--By Laws Committee:By Laws Committee: Review the ByReview the By
Laws, propose amendments, and review Laws, propose amendments, and review 
other matters related to the Byother matters related to the By--LawsLaws

Website Committee:Website Committee: Facilitate the Facilitate the 
continued development and oversight of continued development and oversight of 
the AfBSA website as a fundamental the AfBSA website as a fundamental 

f f f Sf f f Smeans of communication for AfBSA means of communication for AfBSA 
members and other practitioners.members and other practitioners.



Finance Committee:Finance Committee: Make Make a ce Co tteea ce Co ttee a ea e
recommendations to the Council on recommendations to the Council on 
matters concerning financial policy, fiscal matters concerning financial policy, fiscal 
performance  financial statements  performance  financial statements  performance, financial statements, performance, financial statements, 
investment of funds, and other financial investment of funds, and other financial 
matters.matters.

Membership Committee:Membership Committee: Promote Promote 
membership in ABSA, publish and membership in ABSA, publish and 
maintain a membership directory.maintain a membership directory.



Fountain of PeaceFountain of Peace-- MaliMali

Let’s work and Let’s work and 
Network together Network together 


